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Matthew Trennum 
City Clerk 

Office of the City Clerk 
Matthew.Trennum@hamilton.ca 

 

City of Hamilton 
Hamilton City Hall 
71 Main Street West, 1st Floor 
Hamilton, Ontario 
Canada L8P 4Y5 
www.hamilton.ca 

December 15, 2025 
 
Re: Drowning Prevention and Swim Safety in Ontario 
 
Hamilton City Council, at its meeting held on Wednesday, December 10, 2025, passed 
the following resolution:  
 
Item 9.2 of the General Issues Committee Minutes 25-017: 
 

9.2 Drowning Prevention and Swim Safety in Ontario 
  

WHEREAS, drowning is one the of the leading causes of preventable 
deaths among children in Ontario; 
 
WHEREAS, research by the Lifesaving Society of Ontario shows that most 
children who drown never intended to be in the water; 
 
WHEREAS, evidence demonstrates that even basic swimming and water 
survival skills significantly reduce the risk of drowning; 
 
WHEREAS, many children in Ontario do not have equitable access to 
swimming lessons out side of school due to financial, cultural, or 
geographic barriers; 
 
WHEREAS, several municipalities across Ontario have expressed strong 
interest in improving water safety education for children; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Ministry of Education has the authority to incorporate 
water safety and survival training into the regular elementary school 
curriculum as universal, life-saving skill comparable to fire safety and road 
safety instruction; 

 
  THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:  
 

(a) That Hamilton City Council respectfully urge the Government of 
Ontario, through the Ministry of Education, to incorporate mandatory 
water safety and Swim-to-Survive training into the elementary school 
curriculum for all Ontario students; 
 

(b) That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Honourable 
Minister of Education of Ontario, local Members of Provincial 
Parliament, all Ontario Municipalities, the Association of 
Municipalities of Ontario, and The Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities with a request for support and/or endorsement; and, 
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(c)  That staff be directed to assess all Hamilton waterfronts to ensure 

adequate public water safety measures are in place, any 
opportunities to expand Swim to Survive Programs at city pools, and 
report back with recommendations to the Emergency and Community 
Services Committee. 

 
Regards, 

 
Matthew Trennum 
City Clerk 

 
 
cc. Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) amo@amo.on.ca  

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) info@fcm.ca  
Hon. Paul Calandra, Minister of Education of Ontario paul.calandra@pc.ola.org  
Hamilton Members of Provincial Parliament (MPPs) 

Hon. D. Skelly, MPP (Flamborough-Glanbrook) Donna.Skelly@pc.ola.org 
M. Ciriello, MPP (Hamilton Mountain) monica.ciriello@pc.ola.org  
Hon. N. Lumsden, MPP (Hamilton East-Stoney Creek) Neil.Lumsden@pc.ola.org 
S. Shaw, MPP (Hamilton West-Ancaster-Dundas) SShaw-QP@ndp.on.ca 
R. Lennox, MPP (Hamilton Centre) rlennox-qp@ndp.on.ca  

All Ontario Municipalities  
clerk@addingtonhighlands.ca; info@adelaidemetcalfe.on.ca; rreid@adjtos.ca; 
info@admastonbromley.com; clerks@ajax.ca; alberton@jam21.net; 
arochefort@alfred-plantagenet.com; info@algonquinhighlands.ca; info@amaranth.ca; 
inquiry@amherstburg.ca; info@armourtownship.ca; general@armstrong.ca; 
arnprior@arnprior.ca; deputyclerk@arran-elderslie.ca; clerk@acwtownship.ca; 
bbonisteel@asphodelnorwood.com; assiginackinfo@amtelecom.net; 
athens@myhighspeed.ca; info@atikokan.ca; asimonian@augusta.ca; 
clerks@aurora.ca; jbrick@town.aylmer.on.ca; karin@baldwin.ca; 
amckenzie@bancroft.ca; cityinfo@barrie.ca; bayham@bayham.on.ca; 
cmcgregor@twp.beckwith.on.ca; cpallo@city.belleville.on.ca; 
kmcdonald@billingstwp.ca; reception@blackriver-matheson.com; 
generalmail@blandfordblenheim.ca; katie.scott@blindriver.ca; 
pam.walsh@blindriver.ca; clerk@municipalityofbluewater.ca; 
cao.clerk@bonfieldtownship.org; admin@eganville.com; lmcdonald@bracebridge.ca; 
rmurphy@townofbwg.com; Peter.fay@brampton.ca; brant@brant.ca; 
clerks@brantford.ca; brethour@parolink.net; CDoiron@brighton.ca; 
brock@townshipofbrock.ca; info@brockton.ca; info@brockville.com; 
Jdenkers@brookealvinston.com; info@brucecounty.on.ca; info@brucemines.ca; 
info@blrtownship.ca; clerk@burksfalls.ca; clerks@burlington.ca; 
burpeemills@vianet.ca; legislative.services@caledon.ca; clerk@callander.ca; 
administration@calvintownship.ca; clerks@cambridge.ca; info@carletonplace.ca; 
clerksoffice@carling.ca; clerk@carlowmayo.ca; admin@casey.ca; 
info@casselman.ca; cpage@cavanmonaghan.net; pshipway@centralelgin.org; 
township@centralfrontenac.com; info@centralhuron.com; 
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ddeforge@centralmanitoulin.ca; clerksoffice@centrehastings.com; 
kokane@centrewellington.ca; info@chamberlaintownship.com; info@champlain.ca; 
jonesl@chapleau.ca; cao@chapple.on.ca; info@charltonanddack.com; 
CKclerk@chatham-kent.ca; psinnamon@chatsworth.ca; info@chisholm.ca; 
mouellet@clarence-rockland.com; clerks@clarington.net; clerks@clearview.ca; 
cobalt@cobalt.ca; clerk@cobourg.ca; clerk@cochraneontario.com; 
brentstdenis@gmail.com; toc@ontera.net; townhall@collingwood.ca; 
conmee@conmee.com; cityhall@cornwall.ca; clerk@cramahetownship.ca; 
clerk@dawneuphemia.on.ca; dawsontwp@tbaytel.net; townmail@deepriver.ca; 
gmaracle@deseronto.ca; mavis@doriontownship.ca; info@dourodummer.on.ca; 
admin@dnetownship.ca; generalinquiries@dryden.ca; township@dubreuilville.ca; 
info@dufferincounty.ca; clerks@durham.ca; cao@duttondunwich.on.ca; 
hbouw@duttondunwich.on.ca; twilbee@dysartetal.ca; eftownship@ear-falls.com; 
municipality@eastferris.ca; clerks@eastgarafraxa.ca; 
hvilleneuve@easthawkesbury.ca; ezt@ezt.ca; mail@twpec.ca; rwilliams@twpec.ca; 
CAO@elgin.ca; mail@elizabethtown-kitley.on.ca; info@city.elliotlake.on.ca; 
township@emo.ca; slacarte@englehart.ca; dmctavish@enniskillen.ca; 
dina.lundy@erin.ca; town@espanola.ca; kpascoe@essatownship.on.ca; 
coeinfo@countyofessex.on.ca; Clerks@countyofessex.ca; clerk@evanturel.com; 
office@faraday.ca; nvachon@fauquierstrickland.com; cschofield@forterie.ca; 
town@fort-frances.com; mbouffard@frenchriver.ca; admin@frontofyonge.com; 
info@frontenaccounty.ca; dplumley@frontenacislands.ca; 
information@gananoque.ca; townshipofgauthier@hotmail.com; info@gbtownship.ca; 
bdrury@georgianbluffs.on.ca; info@georgina.ca; gillies@gilliestownship.com; 
townhall@goderich.ca; lmccabe@goderich.ca; adminoffice@gordonbarrieisland.ca; 
scarr@gorebay.ca; mail@townofgrandvalley.ca; info@gravenhurst.ca; 
clerk@greatermadawaska.com; info@greaternapanee.com; 
clerks@greatersudbury.ca; administration@greenstone.ca; tara.warder@grey.ca; 
clerks@greyhighlands.ca; clerks@grimsby.ca; info@guelph.ca; general@get.on.ca; 
info@haldimandcounty.on.ca; mrutter@county.haliburton.on.ca; 
graham.milne@halton.ca; suzannej@haltonhills.ca; info@hamiltontownship.ca; 
btocheri@hanover.ca; harlytwp@parolink.net; pinej@hastingscounty.com; 
info@hastingshighlands.ca; havbelmet@hbmtwp.ca; sgirard@hawkesbury.ca; 
clerk@headclaramaria.ca; townofhearst@hearst.ca; info@highlandseast.ca; 
twphill@parolink.net; admin@hiltontownship.ca; info@hiltonbeach.com; 
aileen.singh@hornepayne.ca; CAO@hortontownship.ca; clerk@howick.ca; 
admin@hudson.ca; tanya.calleja@huntsville.ca; huronadmin@huroncounty.ca; 
bknight@huroneast.com; email@huronshores.ca; info@huronkinloss.com; 
info@ignace.ca; clerks@ingersoll.ca; inquiry@innisfil.ca; 
JBelhumeur@iroquoisfalls.com; Treasurer@Iroquoisfalls.com; 
elklake@ntl.sympatico.ca; admin@jocelyn.ca; johnsontwp@bellnet.ca; 
office@townshipofjoly.com; general@kapuskasing.ca; 
agendaitems@city.kawarthalakes.on.ca; admin@townofkearney.ca; 
service@kenora.ca; admin@kerns.ca; info@khrtownship.ca; 
cbeauvais@municipalityofkillarney.ca; jlawrie@kincardine.ca; ksmyth@king.ca; 
contactus@cityofkingston.ca; skitchen@kingsville.ca; meagan.elliott@tkl.ca; 
clerk@tkl.ca; jennifer.montreuil@tkl.ca; clerks@kitchener.ca; lavalley@nwonet.net; 
abala@lasalle.ca; info@lairdtownship.ca; MMarkham@lakeofbays.on.ca; 
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lakeofthewoodstwp@tbaytel.net; webmaster@lakeshore.ca; 
stephane.thiffeault@county-lambton.on.ca; STroyer-Boyd@lambtonshores.ca; 
info@lanarkcounty.ca; clhclerk@lanarkhighlands.ca; crystallabbe@larderlake.ca; 
admin@larderlake.ca; jallen@latchford.ca; info@laurentianhills.ca; 
info@lvtownship.ca; info@leamington.ca; reception@uclg.on.ca; 
vanessa@townshipleeds.on.ca; borchard@lennox-addington.on.ca; 
clerk@township.limerick.on.ca; info@lincoln.ca; webmaster@london.ca; 
info@loyalist.ca; rreymer@lucanbiddulph.on.ca; twpmacd@onlink.net; 
adminmachar@vianet.ca; clerktreasurer@visitmachin.com; 
info@madawaskavalley.ca; clerk@madoc.ca; clerk@magnetawan.com; 
AAdams@malahide.ca; owen@manitouwadge.ca; reception@mapleton.ca; 
deputyclerk@marathon.ca; kkitteringham@markham.ca; info@markstay-warren.ca; 
t.bennett@marmoraandlake.ca; deputyclerk@matachewan.ca; info@mattawa.ca; 
admin@mattawan.ca; mattice@ntl.sympatico.ca; lwest@mcdougall.ca; 
clerk@township.mckellar.on.ca; clerk@mcmurrichmonteith.com; 
info@mcnabbraeside.com; info@meaford.ca; info@melancthontownship.ca; 
deputyclerk@merrickville-wolford.ca; mivanic@middlesex.ca; 
clerk@middlesexcentre.on.ca; admin@midland.ca; townclerk@milton.ca; 
admin@mindenhills.ca; annilene@town.minto.on.ca; public.info@mississauga.ca; 
town@mississippimills.ca; mono@townofmono.com; info@township.montague.on.ca; 
moonbeam@moonbeam.ca; info@moosonee.ca; townshipofmorley@gmail.com; 
thallam@morristurnberry.ca; clerk@mulmur.ca; clerk@muskoka.on.ca; 
ltarasuck@muskokalakes.ca; chollows@muskokalakes.ca; 
nairncentre@personainternet.com; neebing@neebing.org; clerk@newtecumseth.ca; 
office@newbury.ca; info@newmarket.ca; clerk@niagararegion.ca; 
info@niagarafalls.ca; clerks@notl.com; info@nipigon.net; 
admin@nipissingtownship.com; clerks@norfolkcounty.ca; clerk@nalgonawil.com; 
customerservice@cityofnorthbay.ca; mail@northdumfries.ca; info@northdundas.com; 
clerkplanning@northfrontenac.ca; info@northglengarry.ca; 
general@northgrenville.on.ca; clamb@northhuron.ca; c.parent@northkawartha.ca; 
admin@northmiddlesex.on.ca; clerks@northperth.ca; clerk@northstormont.ca; 
pcress@townofnemi.on.ca; info@northernbruce.ca; 
macdonaldn@northumberlandcounty.ca; karmstrong@norwich.ca; 
twpoconn@tbaytel.net; townclerk@oakville.ca; info@oilsprings.ca; 
Wayne.Hanchard@oliverpaipoonge.on.ca; twpopas@persona.ca; 
info@orangeville.ca; corporate@orillia.ca; deputations@oro-medonte.ca; 
service@oshawa.ca; info@osmtownship.ca; info@ottawa.ca; 
kvanalphen@owensound.ca; clerksoffice@oxfordcounty.ca; 
admin@papineaucameron.ca; rjohnson@townofparrysound.com; 
regional.clerk@peelregion.ca; info@pelee.ca; clerks@pelham.ca; 
pembroke@pembroke.ca; scooper@penetanguishene.ca; info@townshipofperry.ca; 
clerk@perth.ca; info@perthcounty.ca; township@pertheast.ca; lscott@perthsouth.ca; 
email@petawawa.ca; info@ptbocounty.ca; cityptbo@peterborough.ca; 
petrolia@petrolia.ca; clerks@pickering.ca; clerktreasurer@picklelake.org; 
info@plummertownship.ca; info@plympton-wyoming.ca; 
info@villageofpointedward.com; cityclerk@portcolborne.ca; admin@porthope.ca; 
clerk@powassan.net; info@prescott.ca; spparisien@prescott-russell.on.ca; 
adminassist@princetwp.ca; clerks@pecounty.on.ca; admin@puslinch.ca; 
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kevinh@quintewest.ca; rainyriver@tbaytel.net; ramara@ramara.ca; 
municipality@redlake.ca; cao@redrocktownship.com; info@countyofrenfrew.on.ca; 
info@renfrew.ca; clerks@richmondhill.ca; info@twprideaulakes.on.ca; 
clerk.greffe@russell.ca; clerk@ryersontownship.ca; inquiries@sables-spanish.ca; 
clerks@sarnia.ca; clerk@saugeenshores.ca; info@cityssm.on.ca; clerk@schreiber.ca; 
mail@scugog.ca; info@seguin.ca; info@selwyntownship.ca; 
clerk@townshipofsevern.com; jwilloughby@shelburne.ca; clerkdept@shuniah.org; 
info@simcoe.ca; clerk@siouxlookout.ca; info@snnf.ca; info@smithsfalls.ca; 
townhall@townsrf.ca; info@southalgonquin.ca; clerk@town.southbruce.on.ca; 
admin@southbrucepeninsula.com; mail@southdundas.com; 
admin@southfrontenac.net; info@southglengarry.com; info@southhuron.ca; 
info@southriverontario.com; info@southstormont.ca; cao@swox.org; 
jhyde@southgate.ca; clerk@swox.org; info@southwestmiddlesex.ca; 
southwold@southwold.ca; info@townofspanish.com; info@springwater.ca; 
emcginty@stcatharines.ca; ksullivan@stcatharines.ca; webmaster@twp.stclair.on.ca; 
clerkadmin@stjosephtownship.com; general@townofstmarys.com; info@stthomas.ca; 
jbouthillette@stcharlesontario.ca; clerk@stirling-rawdon.com; 
caoclerk@stonemills.com; info@sdgcounties.ca; clerks@stratford.ca; 
clerk@strathroy-caradoc.ca; clerk@strongtownship.com; admin@sundridge.ca; 
clerk@tarbutt.ca; cbonneville@tay.ca; cao@tayvalleytwp.ca; info@tecumseh.ca; 
twptehk@amtelecom.net; projects@temagami.ca; 
municipality@temiskamingshores.ca; info@terracebay.ca; 
shenshaw@thamescentre.on.ca; info@thearchipelago.on.ca; 
townclerk@thebluemountains.ca; jbrizard@nationmun.ca; 
municipalclerk@townshipofthenorthshore.ca; robert.thessalon@bellnet.ca; 
reynaldrivard@nt.net; matthew.trennum@thorold.ca; cityclerk@thunderbay.ca; 
contact@tillsonburg.ca; clerks@timmins.ca; swalton@tiny.ca; 311@toronto.ca; 
info@trenthills.ca; kstevenson@trentlakes.ca; clerk@tudorandcashel.com; 
info@tweed.ca; info@tyendinagatownship.com; info@uxbridge.ca; 
administration@valharty.ca; clerks@vaughan.ca; mkirkham@wainfleet.ca; 
info@warwicktownship.ca; clerk@wasagabeach.com; 
regionalclerk@regionofwaterloo.ca; clerkinfo@waterloo.ca; info@wawa.ca; 
clerk@welland.ca; gkosch@wellesley.ca; jennifera@wellington.ca; 
township@wellington-north.com; westelgin@westelgin.net; mturner@westgrey.com; 
reception@westlincoln.com; info@westnipissing.ca; info@westperth.com; 
kwestgate@villageofwestport.ca; info@whitby.ca; clerks@townofws.ca; 
info@whiteriver.ca; Deputy.clerk@whitestone.ca; info@whitewaterregion.ca; 
info@wilmot.ca; clerks@citywindsor.ca; tgarcia@wollaston.ca; 
info@cityofwoodstock.ca; woolwich.mail@woolwich.ca; accessyork@york.ca 
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December 16, 2025 
 
 
Honourable Doug Ford,  
Premier of Ontario 
 
 
Re:   Urging Province to Re-instate the Eligibility for Curbside Blue Box Collection 
 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Smiths Falls  
passed the following resolution at their December 15, 2025 Council meeting: 
 
 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario designated producers to be 
responsible to collect recycling in the Province; and 
 
WHEREAS nonprofit organizations, including our local food banks, 
have been deemed ineligible for producer blue box collection 
effective January 1 2026; and 
 
WHEREAS food insecurity is a local, provincial and federal issue; 
and 
 
WHEREAs food banks need to receive grocery items that are 
delivered in cardboard boxes and cartons which generate copious 
amounts of recyclable material; and 
 
WHEREAS food banks are volunteer and donation based with no 
revenue collected to pay for services such as removal of recyclable 
materials; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of Town of 
Smiths Falls strongly urges the Province to re-instate the eligibility 
for curbside blue box collection January 1 2026, for nonprofit 
organizations, such as food banks; and 
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THAT this motion be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, Minister of 
the Environment, Conservation and Parks, to the local MP and 
MPP, Eastern Ontario Mayor’s Caucus, AMO, and all Ontario  
municipalities for support. 
 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions and/or concerns. 
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
 
Kerry Costello 
Town Clerk 
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December 16, 2025 
 
 
Hon. Todd J. McCarthy 
Ontario Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
 
Re:   Consolidation of Conservation Authorities 
 
Please be advised that the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Smiths Falls  
passed the following resolution at their December 15, 2025 Council meeting: 
 

WHEREAS the Conservation Authorities Act (1946) enables 
municipalities to establish local conservation authorities, and when 
municipalities choose to form such authorities, they assume 
responsibility for governance and funding through the appointment 
of a Board of Directors and the provision of an annual levy; 
 
AND WHEREAS local municipalities established the Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority in 1966, and currently provide 
approximately 50% of total conservation authority funding, while 
the Province of Ontario provides approximately 3%; 
 
AND WHEREAS municipalities have governed their respective 
conservation authorities for decades, tailoring programs and 
services to local watershed needs, maintaining accountable 
services standards, and ensuring fair and predictable costs for 
ratepayers; 
 
AND WHEREAS Bill 68 (Schedule 3) and ERO posting 025-1257 
proposes to consolidate Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities into 
seven regional authorities and create the Ontario Provincial 
Conservation Agency, a Crown agency that would assume 
oversight over conservation authorities and have the ability to levy 
authorities to cover its costs; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Province already possesses the authority to 
establish overarching legislation, regulations, standards and 
policies across all conservation authorities through  
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the Conservation Authorities Act and the Ministry of Environment, 
Conservation and Parks; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Smiths Falls 
calls on the Government of Ontario to maintain local, independent, 
municipally governed, watershed-based conservation authorities 
to ensure strong local representation in decisions related to 
municipal levies, community-focused service delivery, and the 
protection and management of conservation lands; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT while the Town of Smiths Falls supports 
provincial goals for consistent permit approval processes, shared 
services and digital modernization, imposing a new top-down 
agency structure without strong local accountability and 
governance risks creating unnecessary cost, red tape, and 
bureaucracy, thereby undermining efficiency and responsiveness 
to local community needs; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT the Town of Smiths Falls supports efforts 
to balance expertise, capacity and program delivery across the 
province, and requests that the province work collaboratively with 
municipalities and local conservation authorities to determine the 
most effective level of strategic consolidation to achieve both 
provincial and local objectives; 
 
AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be sent to the 
Ontario Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks, to the 
local MP(s) and MPP(s), the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario, the Rural Ontario Municipal Association, the local 
conservation authority(s), and all municipalities in Ontario.  

 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions and/or concerns. 
 
 
Yours truly, 

 
 
Kerry Costello 
Town Clerk 

Page 25 of 47



Page 26 of 47



Page 27 of 47



Page 28 of 47



Page 29 of 47



Page 30 of 47



Page 31 of 47



Page 32 of 47



 

 
Tay Valley Township 

217 Harper Road, Tay Valley, Ontario K7H 3C6 
www.tayvalleytwp.ca 

Phone: 613-267-5353 or 800-810-0161 Fax: 613-264-8516    
 

December 16, 2025  
 
The Honorable Doug Ford                          Sent by Email 
Premier of Ontario        
Legislative Building, Queen’s Park 
Toronto ON M7A 1A1 
 
 
Dear: Honorable Doug Ford, 
 
RE: Proposed Boundaries for the Regional Consolidation of Ontario’s 
Conservation Authorities. 
 
The Council of the Corporation of Tay Valley Township at its meeting held on December 
9th, 2025, adopted the following resolution: 
 

RESOLUTION #C-2025-12-14 
MOVED BY: Wayne Baker 

                                                      SECONDED BY: Angela Pierman 
 

“WHEREAS, water resources and water availability is the defining issue of this 
century due to the impacts of climate change which Tay Valley Township has 
already experienced (through dry wells and below normal river levels this 
summer and floods in 2017 and 2019),  
 
AND WHEREAS, Ontario’s Conservation Authorities play a critical role in 
watershed management, flood mitigation, drought mitigation, and public safety;  
 
AND WHEREAS, Tay Valley Township has already experienced negative 
consequences of centralized management of water resources from afar (the 
Ministry of Natural Resources staff in Toronto have previously directed the depth 
of water at the Pike Lake Dam be lowered during a pickerel spawn event 
resulting in the death of the pickerel); 
 
AND WHEREAS, municipalities must retain a strong, meaningful voice to ensure 
that local knowledge, local priorities and local risks are fully considered; 
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AND WHEREAS, the Conservation Authorities Act (1946) enables municipalities 
to establish local conservation authorities, and when municipalities choose to 
form such authorities, they assume responsibility for governance and funding 
through the appointment of a Board of Directors and the provision of an annual 
levy; 
 
AND WHEREAS, local municipalities established the Rideau Valley 
Conservation Authority in 1966 and the Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority 
in 1968 and currently provide over 50% of total conservation authority funding, 
while the Province of Ontario provides less than 5%; 
 
AND WHEREAS, municipalities have governed their respective conservation 
authorities for decades, tailoring programs and services to local watershed 
needs, maintaining accountable services standards, and ensuring fair and 
predictable costs for ratepayers; 
 
AND WHEREAS, Bill 68 (Schedule 3) and ERO posting 025-1257 propose to 
consolidate Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities into seven regional authorities 
and create the Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency, a Crown agency that 
would assume oversight over conservation authorities and have the ability to levy 
authorities to cover its costs;  
 
AND WHEREAS, the Province already possesses the authority to establish 
overarching legislation, regulations, standards and policies across all 
conservation authorities through the Conservation Authorities Act and the 
Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, Tay Valley Township strongly 
urges the Provincial Government of Ontario to withdraw all sections of Bill 68 
related to Amendments to the Conservation Authorities Act; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Tay Valley Township calls on the 
Government of Ontario to maintain local, independent, municipally governed, 
watershed-based conservation authorities to ensure strong local representation 
in decisions related to municipal levies, community-focused service delivery, and 
the protection and management of conservation lands; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the Province be requested to re-introduce 
any proposed changes as a standalone bill to proceed through the regular 
legislative process (First and Second Readings, Committee Review, stakeholder 
submissions and public consultation) to ensure the impacts on watershed 
management, environmental protection and public safety are fully and 
transparently captured; 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, while Tay Valley Township supports 
provincial goals for consistent permit approval processes, shared services and 
digital modernization, imposing a new top-down agency structure without strong 
local accountability and governance risks creating unnecessary cost, red tape, 
and bureaucracy, thereby undermining efficiency and responsiveness to local 
community needs; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Tay Valley Township supports efforts to 
balance expertise, capacity and program delivery across the province, and 
requests that the province work collaboratively with municipalities and local 
conservation authorities to determine the most effective level of strategic 
consolidation to achieve both provincial and local objectives; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, Tay Valley Township calls on the province 
to consider any potential amalgamation of Conservation Authorities on the basis 
of their abiotic, biologic and cultural characteristics (i.e. remove the Cataraqui 
Region and all lands not draining to the Ottawa River); 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the province maintains the local knowledge 
of the unique natural resources, weather and climactic features of the RVCA and 
MVCA watersheds through local staffing; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the current assets (including financial 
reserves and land trusts) of the RVCA and MVCA remain with them to recognize 
their fiscal prudence and are not used to subsidize conservation authorities with 
fewer assets or developed upon; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT, the province ensure that any future 
governance framework for Ontario’s Conservation Authorities includes robust 
and clearly defined municipal representation, recognizing municipalities as 
essential partners in protecting watershed and mitigating risks; 
 
AND BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED THAT, a copy of this resolution be sent to the 
Premier of Ontario, Ontario Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks, 
Ontario Minister of Finance, to the local MPP, the Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario, the Rural Ontario Municipal Association, the local conservation 
authority(s), and all municipalities in Ontario.”   

   ADOPTED 
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If you require any further information, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned at (613) 267-5353 ext. 130 or deputyclerk@tayvalleytwp.ca 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Aaron Watt, Deputy Clerk 
 
cc:  Hon. Todd J. McCarthy Ontario Minister of Environment, Conservation and 

Parks,  
Hon. Peter Bethlenfalvy Ontario Minister of Finance,  
John Jordan, MPP Lanark-Frontenac-Kingston,  
Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) Association of Municipalities of 
Ontario (AMO), RVCA, MVCA and all Ontario Municipalities 
Sally McIntyre, General Manager, Mississippi Valley Conservation Authority 
Sommer Casgrain-Robertson, General Manager, Rideau Valley Conservation 
Authority 
 

/Enclosure 
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Town of The Blue Mountains 
32 Mill Street, Box 310 

THORNBURY, ON    N0H 2P0 
https://www.thebluemountains.ca 

 
 

OFFICE OF: Mayor Andrea Matrosovs 
Email: mayor@thebluemountains.ca 

Phone: 519-599-3131 Ext 406 
 

December 5, 2025 

Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
College Park 
5th Floor 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
Email:  minister.mecp@ontario.ca  

RE: Town of The Blue Mountains Opposition to Bill 68 and the Proposed Consolidation of 
Ontario’s Conservation Authorities 

Honourable Minister McCarthy,  

The Town of The Blue Mountains Council would like to express our concerns regarding Bill 68 and 
the proposed consolidation of Ontario’s 36 Conservation Authorities into seven regional 
authorities. As a community with a strong and long-standing partnership with our local 
conservation authorities, we believe the proposed regional restructuring does not align with the 
best interests of our residents or the unique environmental needs of our community.  

As a Council, we support provincial efforts to enhance efficiency through standardized fee 
schedules, policies, guidelines and online permitting systems. However, we believe that these 
improvements can be achieved without compromising the local expertise, responsiveness and 
accountability that watershed-based authorities currently provide.  

The proposed consolidation raises significant concerns for The Blue Mountains Council regarding 
the loss of local expertise and the reduction of accessible, timely support for residents, builders 
and developers. Local conservation authorities possess a deep knowledge of watershed 
conditions, natural hazards and community priorities that cannot be effectively replicated at a 
broader regional scale. Centralizing the functions of local conservation authorities risks diluting 
the community-driven programming and tailored services that protect natural resources and 
support sustainable development in The Blue Mountains, while also diminishing meaningful 
municipal representation in decision-making. We are further concerned that a top-down 

Page 37 of 47

https://www.thebluemountains.ca/
mailto:mayor@thebluemountains.ca
mailto:minister.mecp@ontario.ca


Page 2 of 2 
 

structure may introduce unnecessary transition costs, red tape and additional layers of 
bureaucracy, which hinder efficiency, rather than improve it.  

Given these concerns, we urge you to reconsider the implications of the proposed 
amalgamation and to directly engage with municipalities and conservation authorities before 
finalizing any consolidation boundaries or legislative amendments. We respectfully request that 
the province consider alternative approaches that maintain local, municipally governed, 
watershed-based conservation authorities while supporting shared objectives of modernization 
and efficiency improvements. We believe that strengthening and supporting existing structures, 
rather than replacing them, will help to preserve local expertise, ensure consistent service 
delivery, and uphold the principles of community-focused governance.  

Thank you for considering the perspective of the Town of The Blue Mountains. We look forward 
to your response and hopeful reconsideration of this proposal.  

Warm regards, 

Sincerely, 

 
Mayor Andrea Matrosovs 
Town of The Blue Mountains 
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December 16, 2025 
 
VIA EMAIL 
 
RE: Bill 68 and Proposed Consolidation of Conservation Authorities  
 
At its meeting held December 10, 2025 Oxford County Council passed the following 
resolution: 
 

Moved By: Brian Petrie 
Seconded By: David Mayberry 
 
Resolved that Correspondence Item 7.4 be received as information; and,  

 
Whereas the Conservation Authorities Act (1946) enables municipalities to establish 
local conservation authorities, and when municipalities choose to form such 
authorities, they assume responsibility for governance and funding through the 
appointment of a Board of Directors and the provision of an annual levy to cover 
expenses; and,  

 
Whereas the local municipalities of Oxford County established the Upper Thames 
River Conservation Authority (UTRCA) with other consenting municipalities within 
the watershed. (initially formed in 1947) along with Grand River Conservation 
Authority (1948), Catfish Creek Conservation Authority (1950) and Long Point 
Conservation Authority (1948); and,  

 
Whereas local municipalities currently provide approximately 35% of total 
conservation authority funding, while the Province of Ontario provides 
approximately 2% (2026 budget); and,  

 
Whereas municipalities have governed and invested local rate payer funds in their 
respective conservation authorities for decades, tailoring programs and services to 
local watershed needs, maintaining accountable service standards, and ensuring 
fair and predictable costs for ratepayers; and,  

 
Whereas conservation authorities collectively own and manage thousands of acres 
of land. Many of these properties were entrusted to the UTRCA for long-term 
protection, stewardship, and the public good, with the expectation that such lands 
would be cared for by locally governed conservation authorities; and,  

 
Whereas Bill 68 (Schedule 3) proposes the creation of the Ontario Provincial 
Conservation Agency, a Crown corporation that would assume governance 
responsibilities and consolidate Ontario's 36 conservation authorities into seven 
regional authorities, with municipal cost apportionment yet to be defined; and,  

 

CLERK’S OFFICE 
21 Reeve Street, PO Box 1614 
Woodstock, ON N4S 7Y3 
519.539.9800   I  1.800.755.0394 
oxfordcounty.ca 
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Whereas the Province already possesses the authority to establish overarching 
legislation, regulations, and standards through the Conservation Authorities Act and 
the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks;  

 
Now therefore be it resolved that the Council of the County of Oxford calls on the 
Government of Ontario to maintain local, independent, municipally governed, 
watershed-based conservation authorities to ensure strong local representation in 
decisions related to municipal levies, community-focused service delivery, and the 
protection and management of conservation lands;  

 
And further that while the County of Oxford supports provincial goals towards 
consistent permit approval processes, shared services, and digital modernization, it 
does not support it through imposing a new top-down agency structure creating 
unnecessary cost, red tape, and bureaucracy, undermining efficiency and 
responsiveness to local community needs;  

 
And further that the County of Oxford supports efforts to balance expertise, 
capacity, and program delivery across the province, and requests that the Province 
work collaboratively with municipalities and local conservation authorities;  

 
And further that the Province respect the roles that Municipalities and Conservation 
Authorities play in conservation and governance; And further that Oxford County 
advocate that it is not in favour of the proposed changes;  

 
And further that a copy of this resolution be sent to:  
 
• the Ontario Minister of Environment, Conservation, and Parks,  
• local MPPs,  
• Association of Municipalities of Ontario,  
• Rural Ontario Municipal Association,  
• area Indigenous communities,  
• all Ontario municipalities,  
• Conservation Authorities, and  
• Conservation Ontario 
 
DISPOSITION: Motion Carried 

 
Should you require anything further or have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate 
to contact the undersigned. 
 
Thank you, 

 
 
Lindsey A. Mansbridge 
County Clerk 

Page 40 of 47



December 18, 2025 

Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
College Park 
5th Floor. 
777 Bay St. 
Toronto, ON M7A 2J3 
Email: minister.mecp@ontario.ca  

Honourable Minister McCarthy, 

Re: Municipality of Meaford Response to Proposed Consolidation of Ontario’s 
Conservation Authorities 

Please be advised that the Council of the Municipality of Meaford adopted the following 
resolution at its meeting on December 15, 2025. 

 Moved by: Councillor Uhrig 
 Seconded by: Deputy Mayor Keaveney 

Whereas the Conservation Authorities Act enables municipalities to 
establish local conservation authorities, and when municipalities choose 
to form such authorities, they assume responsibility for governance and 
funding through the appointment of a Board of Directors and the provision 
of an annual levy to cover expenses; and 

Whereas the municipalities within Grey and Bruce Counties established 
the North Grey Region Conservation Authority in 1957 and the Sauble 
Valley Conservation Authority in 1958 which amalgamated into the Grey 
Sauble Conservation Authority (GSCA) in 1985; and 

Whereas local municipalities currently provide approximately 44% of 
total GSCA funding, while the Province of Ontario provides approximately 
7%; and 

Whereas municipalities have governed their respective conservation 
authorities for decades, tailoring programs and services to local 
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watershed needs, maintaining accountable service standards, and 
ensuring fair and predictable costs for ratepayers; and 

Whereas conservation authorities collectively own and manage thousands 
of hectares of land, much of which was donated or sold by local residents 
and entrusted to conservation authorities as a personal legacy for long-
term protection, stewardship, and the public good, with the expectation 
that such lands would be cared for by locally governed conservation 
authorities; and 

Whereas Bill 68 (Schedule 3) proposes the creation of the Ontario 
Provincial Conservation Agency whose objects include overseeing 
conservation authorities and the transition to a regional watershed-based 
framework for conservation authorities in Ontario with municipal cost 
contribution yet to be defined; and 

Whereas the Ministry of the Environment, Conservation and Parks has 
posted Environmental Registry Notice No. 025-1257 (“Proposed 
Boundaries for the Regional Consolidation of Ontario’s Conservation 
Authorities”), proposing to reduce Ontario’s 36 conservation authorities 
to 7 regional entities as part of a broader restructuring; and 

Whereas under this proposal, the Grey Sauble Conservation Authority 
(GSCA) would be consolidated into a new “Huron-Superior Regional 
Conservation Authority” that is over 23,000 square kilometres in size and 
consists of 80 municipalities; and 

Whereas the Province already has the authority to establish overarching 
legislation, regulations and standards through the Conservation 
Authorities Act and the Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks 
to address issues related to permitting, by establishing guidance, online 
permitting platforms and technical standards through legislation that 
could help build homes; and   

Whereas the GSCA has already undertaken significant modernization work 
aligned with provincial objectives, including Information Technology / 
Information Management, and leveraging technology to streamline 
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planning and permit review processes processing 100% of major permits 
within the provincial timelines in 2024; 

Therefore be it resolved that the Municipality of Meaford calls on the 
Government of Ontario to maintain local, independent, municipally 
governed, watershed-based conservation authorities to ensure strong 
local representation in decisions related to municipal levies, community-
focused service delivery, and the protection and management of 
conservation lands; and 

Be it further resolved that the Municipality of Meaford does not support 
the proposed “Huron-Superior Regional Conservation Authority” boundary 
configuration outlined in Environmental Registry Notice 025-1257 as the 
proposal lacks sufficient justification, would significantly diminish local 
governance, and fails to recognize the effectiveness and efficiencies 
already achieved within existing watershed-based models; and 

Be it further resolved that the Municipality of Meaford affirms that large-
scale regional consolidation is unnecessary, would introduce substantial 
transition costs, and would divert resources away from frontline 
watershed programs. The Council further asserts that restructuring at this 
scale would erode local decision-making, weaken municipal 
accountability, and disrupt long-standing community partnerships that 
are central to delivering responsive watershed management; and 

Be it further resolved that while the Municipality of Meaford supports 
provincial goals for consistent permit approval processes, shared 
services, and digital modernization, imposing a new top-down approach 
structure without strong local accountability and governance risks 
creating unnecessary cost, red-tape, and bureaucracy, thereby 
undermining efficiency and responsiveness to local community needs; and 

Be it further resolved that the Municipality of Meaford urges the Province 
to strengthen centralized standards, resources, and tools rather than 
undertaking broad structural amalgamation and to provide sustainable, 
predictable provincial funding across conservation authorities to enable 
local CAs to advance ongoing digitization and systemization work that has 
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already resulted in improved efficiency and consistency in recent years; 
and 

Be it further resolved that the Municipality of Meaford believes that the 
Province’s proposed new online permitting portal can be implemented 
within the existing conservation authority framework without requiring 
structural amalgamation; and 

Be it further resolved that the Municipality of Meaford requests that the 
Ministry engage meaningfully and collaboratively with affected 
municipalities, conservation authorities, and local Indigenous 
communities before advancing any consolidation, to ensure that any 
changes reflect both local needs and the practical realities of 
implementation; and   

Be it further resolved that this resolution be included in the Municipality’s 
ERO response and forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Minister of the 
Environment, Conservation and Parks, all of Ontario’s municipalities, 
MPPs, conservation authorities, AMO, and Conservation Ontario. 

Carried - Resolution #2025-46-09 

Yours sincerely, 

Allison Penner  
Deputy Clerk / Manager, Legislative Services 
Municipality of Meaford 
21 Trowbridge Street West, Meaford 
519-538-1060, ext. 1110 | apenner@meaford.ca
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cc: The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario 
 All Ontario Municipalities 
 All Ontario Members of Provincial Parliament 
 All Ontario Conservation Authorities 
 Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 
 Conservation Ontario 
 Submission to Environmental Registry Notice 025-1257 
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